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CAMPGROUND RESERVATION INFORMATION WEBSITE UP
AND RUNNING

Campers who visit Iowa State Parks can read about the progress toward a
campsite reservation system on the Internet at www.exploreiowaparks.com. The
campground reservation information is under the special projects category on the park
menu and will be updated as new information is available.

The website outlines work and research already completed, and identifies issues
facing the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in order to create one
centralized reservation system for all state park campgrounds and cabins.  Sherry Arntzen
with the State Parks bureau is coordinating the effort for the DNR and said she hopes
people use the site to keep up to speed with project of this size.

"Creating a centralized reservation system is a large undertaking as well as a new
concept to many Iowa state park visitors,” Arntzen said.  “We hope this website will keep
the public informed on the progress of the project and provide an avenue for additional
input during the development of the system.”

Visitors to the website can view the 2004 camper survey results, written comment
themes and DNR responses, surrounding state visits, campground reservation issues and
decisions to be made, and the reservation committee make up.  Another feature on the
website is an e-mail address where people can provide their feedback on the project's
progress and direction.

www.iowanaturestore.com



“We hope people use the site to see the work that has been done, the direction we
would like to go and what issues that need to be addressed for the system's development,"
Arntzen said.

The parks bureau is planning to host seven public meetings throughout the state in
June to talk about the progress of the system and get public feedback. The centralized
reservation system will be launched in time for the 2006 recreation season.

For more information contact Arntzen at 515-242-6233.

###

NEW PROGRAM AIMS TO HELP AILING QUAIL POPULATION

BOONE – Iowa’s quail population has been on a steep decline since the late
1970s, but a new effort by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture is attempting to reverse that trend.

The Northern Bobwhite Quail Habitat initiative is a new practice under the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) continuous sign up. Iowa was allocated 20,000
acres, available to landowners on a first come, first served basis. Eligible lands include
those in the southern half of Iowa and along the Mississippi River up to Clayton County
and the Missouri River up to Woodbury County.  The land must have been cropped for
four years between 1996 and 2001.

Todd Bogenschutz, wildlife biologist with the Iowa DNR, said quail need a
combination of brushy areas and crop fields to survive.  He said the program would place
a buffer strip between the two areas and stresses plant mixtures that are more forb
intensive than other CRP efforts and the grasses are smaller, like side oats and little
bluestem.  “These mixtures were created to offer the best chick brood habitat,” he said.

Although Iowa landowners have been slow to sign up, Illinois landowners have
signed up their 20,000 acres already.  “If we don’t use our acres, there is the potential that
they could be offered to other states,” Bogenschutz said.

The Bobwhite quail initiative offers a 90 percent cost share for installing the
buffer, a first year bonus payment of $100 per acre, and will pay the average county
rental payment for the 10-year contract.

A good place for the quail buffer would be along a woody fence line, brushy
draw, old hedgerow or other area along a crop field not ideal for corn or soybeans.  The
landowner could place a 30-foot buffer around the trouble spot, get paid to get rid of the
headache, and provide much needed quail habitat.



Landowners interested in the program should talk to their local wildlife biologist
or go to their USDA office. “This is not a competitive sign up and once the acres are
gone, they’re gone,” Bogenschutz said.

Information is available online at www.iowadnr.com, at www.fsa.usda.gov/ia/, or
at www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov/.

For more information, contact Bogenschutz at 515-432-2823.

###

PARK HUNT PLANS PROCEED

Plans for proposed deer hunts will move ahead after state park and wildlife bureau
staff from the Department of Natural Resources heard from residents around Lake
Macbride and Palisades-Kepler State Parks, Monday evening in Solon.  A crowd of 40
heard DNR depredation biologist Greg Harris and district park supervisors Tom Basten
and Jerry Reisinger provide an outline for a restricted bow hunt at Macbride, near Solon,
and Palisades-Kepler, near Mount Vernon.

They cited vegetation damage in the parks; particularly deer ‘browse lines’
indicating the disappearance of understory plants.  Research by the USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service indicates virtually no regrowth of white oak trees at
Macbride, despite it being the dominant tree species.

Most in the crowd generally approved the idea of bow hunters, though a couple
speakers questioned the safety of other park users during hunting periods.  Several also
suggested considering shotgun hunters at Palisades-Kepler, especially as Iowa’s
December shotgun season was underway.  “We had a lot of comments from people with
different perspectives; hunters, nonhunters, landowners,” noted Basten. “From here, we
can review those comments and concerns before we make our proposal to the Natural
Resource Commission.  The Commission will determine whether the hunts would be
approved.”

In the 2004-05 Iowa deer seasons, 28 special hunts were held in state and county
parks, urban areas and rural areas near cities where high deer counts had been
documented.

###

DEER CASE GROUNDS TWO AIRCRAFT



State conservation officials have seized two experimental aircraft allegedly used
to chase deer during Iowa’s first shotgun season in December.  Three men are charged in
connection with the incident.

Department of Natural Resources officers say the craft, known as ‘powered
parachutes’ were used in Benton County to chase deer toward hunters on the ground.
Witnesses say the aircraft flew in a “zig-zag pattern to herd the deer” in the area of
county roads D-65 and V-37. A witness describes one aircraft flying so low that it had to
pull up hard to avoid a vehicle and a power line. Charged with illegal hunting/pursuing of
deer with an aircraft are Steve Risse, 47, of rural Dysart, Harry Moeller, 48, of rural
Buckingham and John Forbes, 28, of Waterloo.

Hunting with use of an aircraft is illegal under federal and state laws.  The U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service is reviewing the case for possible prosecution.  If guilty, the
three men would face substantial fines, potential loss of hunting privileges and possible
forfeiture of the aircraft.  The Benton County Sheriff’s office and Black Hawk County
Conservation department assisted in the case.

For more information, contact Jennifer Lancaster, northeast district law
enforcement supervisor, at 319-240-5032.
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